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Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [2.25 pm]: I am proud to 
inform the house that, yesterday, the Mental Health Act 2014 commenced in Western Australia. As members 
know only too well, one in five people will experience a mental illness during their lifetime. Sadly, some of 
these people will become so unwell that they are unable to consent to treatment and their behaviour creates a risk 
to themselves or others. These people may go on to become involuntary patients within the scope of the mental 
health legislation. In Western Australia that number is approximately 0.5 per cent of people with mental illness. 
It is a very small number of people, but that does not diminish the importance of this piece of legislation. 

The new act is unambiguously focused on the needs, wishes and experiences of people with mental illness and 
on their families and carers. The act builds in checks and balances in the form of recording, discharge planning, 
reporting, review, recourse and advocacy to protect patients. Members will recall the extensive debate in this 
place in relation to the Mental Health Bill 2013, so I do not propose to speak in further detail as to the specific 
provisions of the act. 

The content of the act really does transform the state’s mental health legislation and, for that, I must thank the 
many stakeholders who provided initial input, reviewed draft bills and made further recommendations as to what 
should be included in the act. Over 1 000 people provided feedback, including consumers, families and carers, 
clinicians, other people in the mental health sector and the general public. Given the large range and number of 
stakeholders and given this is such a contentious and emotive area, we were bound to encounter competing 
views. I am confident that a balance has been achieved. 

The Mental Health Bill 2013 was passed here just over 12 months ago. However, implementation planning 
commenced before the bill was introduced. Agencies and services have been working towards the transition, 
with key projects involving the development of the Mental Health Regulations 2015; forms for use under the act; 
the Chief Psychiatrist’s standards and guidelines; written resources for clinicians, and other custom material; 
brochures and handbooks to assist patients, families and carers; several publicly available e-learning packages; 
face-to-face training; operational changes for area health services and individual services, and transitional 
processes for the Office of the Chief Psychiatrist, the Mental Health Review Board and the Council of 
Official Visitors. 

I would like to thank the many people who have been involved in the implementation process from the 
Mental Health Commission, the Office of the Chief Psychiatrist and the Department of Health. I commend the 
Mental Health Bill Implementation Reference Group led by Mr Eric Ripper and prior to him Dr Judy Edwards, 
whose professionalism and dedication brought together key stakeholders to progress implementation in a truly 
consultative manner. The reference group has received ongoing input from numerous working groups, including 
a lived experience advisory group and an Aboriginal advisory group, to name just a few. I am grateful for the 
contribution these groups made. I am confident this is a better act as a result and I am looking forward to seeing 
a positive transition. 

I would also like to thank the 99.7 per cent of mental health clinicians who have completed online training. 
I understand a small number are yet to complete their training; however, plans are in place to ensure all 
clinicians receive the training they require. Feedback provided to the Department of Health as to the quality of 
training provided has been overwhelmingly positive. Comprehensive materials are readily available, and a 24-
hour clinicians’ helpline will be operating for the next six months. 

I would like to conclude by saying that the commencement of the act is only one step in the state’s mental health 
reform agenda and that the launch of the mental health, alcohol and other drug services plan is imminent. In the 
meantime, it is the hope of this government that the new act will be embraced as an opportunity to achieve better 
outcomes for people experiencing mental illness, and their families and carers. People with mental illness, 
families and carers, and those within the sector continue to inspire me. Many face great challenges in their lives 
and in their work, and they face them with great courage.  
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